
 
 

Winter Glow 2025 Recap  
& Community Impact Report  



 
Winter Glow is CAC’s annual winter gear 
distribution program, created to ensure 
every child and every family has what they 
need to stay warm through Wisconsin’s 
long winter.  

This year’s Winter Glow events and 
outreach brought together hundreds of 
families, dozens of partners, and an entire 
community committed to helping our 
neighbors stay warm through the cold 
Wisconsin months. Across our three CAC-
hosted Winter Glow events and our 
individual outreach efforts – plus our 
participation in the Dane County Koats for 
Kids distribution – we served over 450 households, providing essential winter gear and comfort to 
more than 1,900 individuals in Dane, Jefferson, and Waukesha counties. 

Thanks to the generosity of donors, sponsors, volunteers, and community partners, families received 
new winter coats, warm boots, mittens and gloves, hats, blankets, and hygiene essentials. Children 
enjoyed festive pumpkin-painting activities, and families connected with local agencies offering year-
round support. Together, we created safe, welcoming spaces for parents and children to prepare for 
winter with dignity and warmth. 

 

2025 Event Overview & Household Impact 
Why A Coat Is More Than a Coat: Inside CAC’s Winter Glow 
This short video captures the heart of Winter Glow – 
CAC’s annual effort to ensure every child and family 
has the winter gear they need to stay warm. Through 
firsthand stories from parents, grandparents, 
partners, and staff, the video highlights why a coat is 
more than clothing for families facing tight budgets 
or crisis. It’s dignity, security, and a chance for kids to 
simply be kids in Wisconsin’s cold months.  

Photo taken at the Winter Glow event held at BASE in  
Fort Atkinson, WI on 10/9/2025 featuring CAC staff and  

volunteers from the community. 

https://youtu.be/KXRNz9nRwxQ 

https://youtu.be/KXRNz9nRwxQ
https://youtu.be/KXRNz9nRwxQ


Winter Glow Event – Watertown 
Watertown Public Library | October 7th 

59 households | 281 individuals 

• Avg. household income: $31,979.32 

• Avg. household size: 4.76 

Winter Glow Event – Fort Atkinson  
BASE | October 9th 

36 households | 194 individuals 

• Avg. household income: $31,935.42 

• Avg. household size: 5.39 

Winter Glow Event – Waukesha 
Waukesha Public Library | October 16th 

135 households | 554 individuals 

• Avg. household income: $23,356.97 

• Avg. household size: 4.10 

Koats for Kids Event – Fitchburg  
Allied Family Center, Boys & Girls Club | October 
24th 

180 households | 789 individuals 

• Avg. household income: $16,022.23 

• Avg. household size: 4.38 

Winter Glow Individual Outreach – CAC Program Participants 
Amphora Apartments & Direct Outreach | October 29th – December 12th 

44 households | 143 individuals 

• Avg. household income: $10,068.45 

• Avg. household size: 3.25 

 

Photo taken at the Winter Glow event held at the Waukesha 
Public Library on 10/16/2025. 

Photo taken at the Winter Glow event held at the 
Watertown Public Library on 10/7/2025 featuring volunteers 

from Landmark Credit Union and Glenn Altstadt, CAC’s 
Community Development Manager. 



What Families Received 
Through community generosity and strategic partnerships, CAC distributed: 

• New coats, winter boots, mittens/gloves, and hats 

• Warm blankets donated by Penzeys Spices 

• Toiletries, snack packs, and feminine hygiene products 
supplied by United Way of Dane County 

• Pumpkin painting activities for kids, thanks to Warm Belly 
Farm and Waldvogel’s Farm 

• Face painting provided by Kathy Oros of Premier Face 
Painting 

• Bingo games with fun prizes donated by various 
businesses and individuals 

Families left with warmth, comfort, and moments of joy – proving 
that community support goes far beyond the essentials. 

 

 

 

Photo taken at United Way of Dane 
County’s Day of Caring event held at 
Breese Steven’s Field on 8/18/2025. 



Community Support That Made It Possible 
Coat Sponsor ($3,000)  

• Generac Foundation 

Hat Sponsors ($1,000) 
• Alliant Energy 

• Bobcat 

• ProHealth Care 

Mitten Sponsors ($500) 
• Bank of Lake Mills 

• Costco Wholesale 

• We Energies 

• Jefferson Memory Care 

• Landmark Credit Union 

Coat Donors 
• Wilde Subaru of Waukesha Operation Warm 
• Madison Parks 

Fundraising Partners 
• Piggly Wiggly – Watertown 
• United Way of Jefferson & Walworth Counties 
• Zippy Lube – Madison 
• Bierock – Madison 
• Busse’s Tavern – Madison 
• Delta Beer Lab – Madison  

Volunteer Partners 
• Landmark Credit Union volunteers 
• Jodi Hare-Paynter (CAC Board of Directors) and 

her recruited Fort Atkinson volunteers 
• Edgewood High School volunteers 
• Kathy Oros of Premier Face Painting 

 



Donation Bin Hosts 
• Anytime Fitness – Jefferson 
• The Score Sports Bar – Watertown 
• MATC – Watertown & Fort Atkinson 
• Premier Bank – Johnson Creek 
• Jefferson County Courthouse 
• Jefferson Workforce Development Center 
• Madison Sourdough – Madison 
• Sub-Zero Group – Madison 
• Minuteman Press – Waukesha 

Business In-Kind Donors (Gift Cards) 
• Shake Shack 
• Glass Nickel Pizza  
• Ian’s Pizza  
• Sky Zone  
• The Chocolate Factory  

• Mullen’s Dairy Bar 
• Skate Express  
• Culver’s  
• Waterford Wine & Spirits  
• Rose Garden / Leonardo’s Italian Bistro 

Tabling Partners 
• Head Start  
• Jefferson County Public Health  
• BASE  
• WorkSmart  

• WrapAround  
• Habitat for Humanity  
• Hope Center  
• La Casa de Esperanza 

Individual & In-Kind Donors 
CAC extends heartfelt thanks to everyone who donated winter gear, funds, space, or time. These 
contributions directly lifted families across our service area. 

 

Financial Impact 
Through sponsorships, fundraisers, and individual gifts, Winter Glow 2025 raised over $11,000 (plus 
non-monetary contributions), all of which directly supported families receiving winter gear and 
supplies. This funding strengthened our ability to provide high-quality winter apparel and meet the 
needs of households facing financial hardship. 

 



 

A Season of Warmth Made Possible by You 
Winter Glow continues to be one of CAC’s most meaningful annual initiatives. Every coat handed out, 
every pair of boots fitted, and every child who left smiling reflects the strength of our community and 
the commitment of partners who believe everyone deserves to stay warm. 

Thank you to every sponsor, volunteer, business, table partner, and donor. Together, we made a real 
difference for more than 1,900 of our neighbors. 

Help Make a Difference 
Your support helps provide winter coats and essential gear to 
children and families across our community. 

As costs continue to rise, more families are struggling to afford 
basic winter gear. Your support ensures that no child has to face 
Wisconsin’s winter without the warmth and protection they need. 

Scan the QR code to donate and help keep families warm this 
winter. 

Every gift – no matter the size – makes an immediate impact. 
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